
20-21 School Year Information  
Emailed to parents with announcements on 5.17.20 
 
Hello, parents! I originally had this information included in the weekly announcements, but I 
know that many students will be viewing that video.  I wanted parents, as the leaders of the 
Domestic Church, to be able to determine what you wanted to share with your children.  Thank 
you for all of your support this year! No matter what next year has in store, I know the St. Ann 
community will come together to make the most of it! 
 
God Bless, 
Mrs. Minks 

 
● The following information is about next school year. The Archdiocesan School Office 

has created a task force made up of superintendents, principals, teachers, nurses, 
doctors, counselors, parents, marketing and development directors, and school 
enrollment specialists. Their goal is to discuss scenarios for school opening in the fall. At 
this time, here are the possible scenarios: 

○ 1. Open up like we do each August with no changes after the pandemic  - 
probably not going to happen 

○ 2. Go completely virtual - probably not going to happen 
○ 3. Have some sort of blended approach - most likely 

■ What does that look like?  According to a letter I received from Associate 
Superintendent Karen Kroh, “Schools will be most likely starting school in 
the fall in Phase 2 or Phase 3 of the Ad Astra: A Plan to Reopen Kansas. 
We will probably be operating with social distancing guidelines 
when school begins in the fall.  That being said, things continue to 
change daily, so this guidance may change later this summer.”  In the 
same letter, principals were encouraged to “measure classrooms with the 
required 6 foot distancing in mind to find out what your specific classroom 
student/teacher capacities would be.” There are also “discussions going 
on about making masks mandatory for students, teachers, and staff when 
at school.” Principals were told not to order masks yet; at this point 
that’s just a possibility. 

■ I also included a letter (on the next page) that I received from 
Superintendent Vince Cascone with information about how fall 
guidelines will be determined.  I have been very grateful for the guidance 
from the school office during such an unprecedented time! 

○ That is all of the information I have about the fall at this time.  As promised, I will 
share information as it becomes available to me.  Please keep your eyes 
peeled for a parent survey about continuous learning.  The Archdiocesan 
School Office task force is working on gathering information through an 
Archdiocesan teacher survey.  St. Ann will also conduct a local survey for both 
teachers and parents. 
 
 
 



Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

Hebrews 13:8 
 
 
 
Dear Pastors, Presidents and Principals, 
 
Thank you for being a beacon of light to your communities as we navigate the unchartered 
waters of COVID-19.  We sincerely appreciate everything you have done to continue the 
learning for our students and to support families this spring.  We recognize there has been a 
great deal of conversation around what the 2020-21 school year will look like. In addition, we 
have heard your questions regarding the unknown along with your expressed concerns. What 
we do know is that schools will reopen in the fall as planned, but there will be new challenges 
and opportunities for our schools during this unprecedented time.  
 
In order to plan for the upcoming school year, the school office has convened a team of 
professionals to develop guidelines for the reopening of Catholic schools in August 2020.  The 
team consists of principals, teachers, doctors, nurses, parish administrators, counselors, 
marketing and development directors and school enrollment specialists from all over the 
Archdiocese.  Members have been divided into three subcommittees in an effort to focus on 
the key areas of health and wellness, academics, and enrollment and finance. 
 
The Reopening our Catholic Schools Committee will meet regularly for the next four to six 
weeks.  The intended outcome is to provide schools and parishes with guidelines for opening 
schools, taking into consideration the guidance provided by the state and local health 
departments to ensure the safety of students and teachers.  As these guidelines are developed, 
the school office staff and the committees will continue to monitor the updated guidelines of 
the federal, state, and local agencies.  
 
We are here to support all schools in the Archdiocese as we continue to form our students both 
academically and spiritually. 
 
May the peace of Christ be with you as you navigate the end of this school year, begin your 
summer routines, and plan for the 2020-21 school year! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Vincent Cascone, Ed.D 
Superintendent of Schools 


